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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Ms. Anne Vachon Dougherty on August 16, 2005. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
Abstract : 

In line 3, the phrase " such interface modules" has been replaced by ~ interface 
modules 

In line 6, the phrase "of said other interface modules" has been deleted. 
In line 9, the phrase "data for forwarding across the switching node" has been 
deleted. 

In line 10, the phrase "for transmission over the link" has been deleted. 

In line 13, the phrase "port of the module and between the internal ports and the link" 
has been replaced by — ports and to the link 

In line 14, the word "further" has been deleted. 

In line 15, the phrase "of the module" has been deleted. 

In line 16, the phrase "governing routing of data across the intra-node network of 
interconnected interface modules of the switching node" has been deleted. 

In line 19, the phrase " such interface modules" has been replaced by --- interface 
modules — . 
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In line 20, the word "also" has been deleted. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

In claim 9 line 1 , the word "A" has been replaced by — The — . 

In claim 9 line 5, the limitation " the switching modules" has been replaced --- the 
switching module 

In claim 10 line 1 , the word "A" has been replaced by — The 

In claim 1 1 line 22, the limitation " of each interface module" has been replaced — of 
said each interface module 

In claim 12 line 2, the limitation "comprising at least the switching node according to 
claim 8," has been replaced by comprising: 

at least one switching node comprising a plurality of interface modules for connection 
data communications links to the switching node wherein each interface module comprises 
at least one external port for connection to the data communication link, a plurality of internal 
ports, a link interface which is connected to said at least one external port, for processing 
inbound data for forwarding across the switching node and outbound data for transmission 
over said data communications link, a switch circuit, which is connected between the link 
interface and the internal ports of the interface module, for transmission of data between the 
internal ports of the interface module and between the internal ports and the link interface, 
and a controller for controlling routing of data via the internal ports of the interface module, 
wherein the link interface comprises an external routing component for adding external 
routing information to data to be forward across the switching node in dependence on a 
destination address indicated by the data to be forwarded, said external routing information 
indicating an external port of one of said other interface modules of the switching node to 
which the data is to be forwarded; at least some of the internal ports of said each interface 
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module are connected to respective internal ports of one at least one other said each 
interface module whereby the interface modules are connected in an intra-node network; 
and wherein the controller of each interface module is arranged to control said routing of 
data in accordance with an intra-node routing protocol governing routing of data across said 
intra-node network; 

In claim 17 line 28, the limitation " of each interface module" has been replaced — of 
said each interface module 

The above examiner's amendment was made to clarify the claims. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claims 4, 7 and 8, the prior art fails to teach a combination of the steps of: 
wherein the link interface comprises an external routing component for adding 
external routing information to data to be forwarded across the switching node in 
dependence on a destination address indicated by the data to be forwarded, said external 
routing information indicating an external port of one of said other interface modules of the 
switching node to which the data is to be forwarded, in the specific combination as recited in 
the claims. 

Regarding claim 5, the prior art fails to teach a combination of the steps of: 
wherein the controller comprises an internal routing manager for maintaining topology 
information indicative of the topology of the intra-node network, and an internal routing 
component for selecting, in dependence on said topology information, the internal port of the 
interface module for forwarding of data across the intra-node network in accordance with the 
intra-node routing protocol, in the specific combination as recited in the claim. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the prior art fails to teach a combination of the steps of: 
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wherein the switching circuit of said each interface module comprises an electrical 
switch, and the switching circuit of the switching module comprises an optical switch, in the 
specific combination as recited in the claim. 

Regarding claims 16 and 17, the prior art fails to teach a combination of the steps of: 

wherein the controller comprises an internal routing manager for maintaining topology 
information indicative of the topology of the intra-node network, and an internal routing 
component for selecting, in dependence on said topology information, the internal port of the 
interface module for forwarding of data across the intra-node network, in the specific 
combination as recited in the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan D Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3153. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00AM-4:30PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272^3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 
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